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out, and print in toto.  

 

Of course, we will not send it in until you o.k. it.

 

pm

                                                                                       

 

 

As the only living Architectural continuity in the contemporary life of the Old Post Office, I can 
correct two attributions  in your 1 March 2011 column.

 

1.  My firm was the Design Architect of the GSA remodeling of the OPO into a Federal Office 
Building in 1978. My firm (not S OM) was also the sole A rchitect of the tower,  and our 
Structural Engineer -- James Madison Cutts -- (not James C agley) worked with us on the 
installation of the bells.

 

2.  I am also the Design Architect for The Trump Organization's conversion of the building into 
a Grand Hotel (a use I proposed in 1971). 

 

3.  Here is some history regarding the bells, which may interest you and your readers:

 

Sir David Wills had the Whitechapel Bell Foundry cast a replica of the Westminster Abbey 
Bells as a Bicentennial gift from Great Britain to the U.S.   Sir David's concept was that the bells 
would hang in the dome of the Capitol -- but -- one ringing of the massive bells and the dome 
would be sitting down on the Mall.  Further, there was no appetite for another Taft Carillion 
tower on the Capitol grounds.

  

There had been an embarassing delay in finding a place for Sir David's Bells, so the British 
Ambassador had called a meeting at his  Embassy, inviting Nancy Hanks, Sir David, George 
White (then the Architect of the Capitol), and me.  I was there because I was redoing the OPO, 
and had the only appropriate tower in town -- and -- to be told that it had been previously 
decided that I must put the bells in the OPO tower. 

 

Our engineer, studied masonry towers with similar bells in England, and discovered 
that almost 50% were inoperable because  the force of the bells was such that the towers swayed 
too much.  So we devised a machine to simulate the force of the bells in our tower, and sure 
enough, it failed at every level, until we got down to the tenth floor.  

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

































































check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email.





When: Thursday, May 10, 2012 12:15 PM-2:15 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: 1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036 
  

  

  

This will be an OPO team meeting to review the initial working draft of the Consulting Party Meeting #1 
Presentation 

  

 

This e-mail message, and any attachments to it, are for the sole use of the intended recipients, and may 
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution of this email message or its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, 
please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Please note 
that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of the company. Finally, while the company uses virus protection, the recipient should 
check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email. 

-- 
Kevin Terry

Senior Realty Contracting Officer

US General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20407 
Desk: 202-708-4600

Cell:   (b) (6)















 

thanks again, 

nancy

 

Nancy Witherell-- sent from my iPhone 

 

 

On May 29, 2012, at 2:04 PM, < jcaaia.com> wrote:

I suspect that everyone on the tour will have special interests, but I was thinking that it would be best to give 
everyone a general overview literally. However, if you can get specif requests beforehand I am sure we can fit 
diversions in.

 

My initial thoughts were to:

 

1. go immediately up the 12th Street elevators to the 8th floor. This will give everyone a general overview of the 
Cortile space and a close-up of the skylight; 

2. walk through the ACHP space on the north side of the Cortile, which would provide a view of how the 8th floor 
offices are configured around the steel structure, the office clouds, and a close-up view of the in-fill windows 
facing the Cortile;

3. once on the east side of the Cortile we can see the condition of the plaster at the the 9th level, and see the railings 
on the 8th floor;

4. travel down the east side elevators to the 5th floor, walk around to and enter the old Postmaster's suite of offices;

5. travel around to the 12th Street elevators, noting the spiral staircase at the southwest corner of the 5th floor;

6. travel down to the 2nd floor, viewing the lower skylight and mezzanine levels, traveling around to the east 
elevators;

7. travel down to the first floor, then around to the south to visit the Mail Order Room;

8. continue around to view the interior of the old Hunan restaurant, then on to the postal center, then down the east 
corridor; and,

9. out the C Street doors at the south to end at the plaza.

 

This should cover all of the major points of interest. Your thoughts.
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;LANGUAGE=en-US:When:  Tuesday,  June  26,  2012  1:30  PM-3:30  PM (GMT-05:00)  Eastern  Time  (US & Canada). 
Where:  OPO 1100  Penn  Ave  - 12th  Street  Entrance 

Note:  The  GMT offset  above  does  not  reflect  daylight  saving  time  adjustments. 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

All ? 
This  is a placeholder  for an OPO Consulting  Parties  Site  Tour.  The  team  is working  through  the tour  planning  so the 
duration  may  be subject  to change.

Comments:
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Nancy Witherell-- sent from my iPhone 
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I suspect that everyone on the tour will have special interests, but I was thinking that it would be best to give 
everyone a general overview literally. However, if you can get specif requests beforehand I am sure we can fit 
diversions in.

 

My initial thoughts were to:

 

1. go immediately up the 12th Street elevators to the 8th floor. This will give everyone a general overview of the 
Cortile space and a close-up of the skylight; 

2. walk through the ACHP space on the north side of the Cortile, which would provide a view of how the 8th floor 
offices are configured around the steel structure, the office clouds, and a close-up view of the in-fill windows 
facing the Cortile;

3. once on the east side of the Cortile we can see the condition of the plaster at the the 9th level, and see the railings 
on the 8th floor;

4. travel down the east side elevators to the 5th floor, walk around to and enter the old Postmaster's suite of offices;

5. travel around to the 12th Street elevators, noting the spiral staircase at the southwest corner of the 5th floor;

6. travel down to the 2nd floor, viewing the lower skylight and mezzanine levels, traveling around to the east 
elevators;

7. travel down to the first floor, then around to the south to visit the Mail Order Room;

8. continue around to view the interior of the old Hunan restaurant, then on to the postal center, then down the east 
corridor; and,

9. out the C Street doors at the south to end at the plaza.

 

This should cover all of the major points of interest. Your thoughts.

 

John
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;LANGUAGE=en-US:When: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 1:30 PM-3:30 PM (GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & 
Canada). 
Where: OPO 1100 Penn A ve - 12th Street Entrance 

Note: T he G MT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments. 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

A ll ? 
T his is a placeholder for an OPO Consulting Parties Site T our. T he team is working through the tour planning so 
the duration may be subject to change.

C omments:

 
-- 
Brett  Banks 
Asset Manager - Contractor

U S  General Services Administration

Office of Portfolio Management

Capital Planning Division (WP2PTPR)

301 7th Street, SW, Room 7600

Washington, DC  20407

202-205-9934 (Office) 
 (Cell) 

202-708-7671 (Fax)

-- 
Glenn Thomas

Building Manager

Office:202-219-1103

FAX: 202-692-3443
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nancy

 

Nancy Witherell-- sent from my iPhone 
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everyone a general overview literally. However, if you can get specif requests beforehand I am sure we can fit 
diversions in.
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This should cover all of the major points of interest. Your thoughts.
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When: Thursday, May 10, 2012 12:15 PM-2:15 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: 1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036 
  

  

  

This will be an OPO team meeting to review the initial working draft of the Consulting Party Meeting #1 
Presentation 

  

 

This e-mail message, and any attachments to it, are for the sole use of the intended recipients, and may 
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution of this email message or its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, 
please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Please note 
that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of the company. Finally, while the company uses virus protection, the recipient should 
check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email. 

-- 
Kevin Terry

Senior Realty Contracting Officer

US General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20407 
Desk: 202-708-4600

Cell:   (b) (6)





check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email.





ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='John Cull  
 inane':MAILTO: jcaaia.com  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='Brett Ban  
 ks':MAILTO:brett.banks@gsa.gov  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='Nancy Wit  
 herell':MAILTO:nancy.witherell@gsa.gov  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='Kevin Ter  
 ry':MAILTO:kevin.terry@gsa.gov  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='Tony Alon  
 so':MAILTO:tony.alonso@gsa.gov  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN=   
 MAILTO gmail.com  
ATTENDEE;ROLE=REQ-PARTICIPANT;PARTSTAT=NEEDS-ACTION;RSVP=TRUE;CN='Beth Sava  
 ge':MAILTO:beth.savage@gsa.gov  
DESCRIPTION;LANGUAGE=en-US:This will be a dry run of the CP Meeting #1 Pres  
 entation\n  
SUMMARY;LANGUAGE=en-US:Updated: OPO:  CP Prep Meeting - Presentation Dry Ru  
 n  
DTSTART;TZID=US Mountain Standard Time:20120517T091500  
DTEND;TZID=US Mountain Standard Time:20120517T111500  
UID:040000008200E00074C5B7101A82E00800000000A0146A36C818CD01000000000000000  
 010000000D541E253DF1BB64090927A6A040E791B  
CLASS:PUBLIC  
PRIORITY:5  
DTSTAMP:20120517T153402Z  
TRANSP:OPAQUE  
STATUS:CONFIRMED  
SEQUENCE:0  
LOCATION;LANGUAGE=en-US:GSA - 7th & D Sts SW - Room 4011-OPDQ Design Garage  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-APPT-SEQUENCE:0  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-OWNERAPPTID:445401052  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-BUSYSTATUS:TENTATIVE  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-INTENDEDSTATUS:BUSY  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-ALLDAYEVENT:FALSE  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-IMPORTANCE:1  
X-MICROSOFT-CDO-INSTTYPE:0  
BEGIN:VALARM  
ACTION:DISPLAY  
DESCRIPTION:REMINDER  
TRIGGER;RELATED=START:-PT15M  
END:VALARM  
END:VEVENT  
END:VCALENDAR  
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distribution of this email message or its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, 
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represent those of the company. Finally, while the company uses virus protection, the recipient should 
check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for 
any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email.





out, and print in toto.  

 

Of course, we will not send it in until you o.k. it.

 

pm

                                                                                       

 

 

As the only living Architectural continuity in the contemporary life of the Old Post Office, I can 
correct two attributions  in your 1 March 2011 column.

 

1.  My firm was the Design Architect of the GSA remodeling of the OPO into a Federal Office 
Building in 1978. My firm (not S OM) was also the sole A rchitect of the tower,  and our 
Structural Engineer -- James Madison Cutts -- (not James C agley) worked with us on the 
installation of the bells.

 

2.  I am also the Design Architect for The Trump Organization's conversion of the building into 
a Grand Hotel (a use I proposed in 1971). 

 

3.  Here is some history regarding the bells, which may interest you and your readers:

 

Sir David Wills had the Whitechapel Bell Foundry cast a replica of the Westminster Abbey 
Bells as a Bicentennial gift from Great Britain to the U.S.   Sir David's concept was that the bells 
would hang in the dome of the Capitol -- but -- one ringing of the massive bells and the dome 
would be sitting down on the Mall.  Further, there was no appetite for another Taft Carillion 
tower on the Capitol grounds.

  

There had been an embarassing delay in finding a place for Sir David's Bells, so the British 
Ambassador had called a meeting at his  Embassy, inviting Nancy Hanks, Sir David, George 
White (then the Architect of the Capitol), and me.  I was there because I was redoing the OPO, 
and had the only appropriate tower in town -- and -- to be told that it had been previously 
decided that I must put the bells in the OPO tower. 

 

Our engineer, studied masonry towers with similar bells in England, and discovered 
that almost 50% were inoperable because  the force of the bells was such that the towers swayed 
too much.  So we devised a machine to simulate the force of the bells in our tower, and sure 
enough, it failed at every level, until we got down to the tenth floor.  
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Subject: Re: Questions and Issues/ BuzzFeed News story on Trump International Hotel in the Old 
Post Office.

Date: Fri, 17 Jun 2016 15:33:46 -0400
From: Kevin Terry - WPRA <kevin.terry@gsa.gov>
To: Marc Shaller - WPRA <marc.shaller@gsa.gov>
Message-ID: <CAKiQyU9por1WduO51RxKH9j=5Htv-Br2LNkWtKGLZ_f+-JUOnw@mail.gmail.com>
MD5: 99831b0675fa343eba29fb9f7f68b311
Attachments: FOIR Request No. 2016 - 596 - Buzz Feed 03.21-16.docx ; FOIA No. ______ - Incoming 

[Buzz Feed 03.07.16].pdf 

We have others but here's two on OPO from BuzzFeed 

On Fri, Jun 17, 2016 at 2:06 PM, Marc Shaller - WPRA <marc.shaller@gsa.gov> wrote:

Kevin,

I am making my way through the emails that you have forwarded to me.  Thank you.  Per this email 
string, we're you asked to prepare responses / provide info for BuzzFeed?

Marc

On Fri, Jun 17, 2016 at 9:58 AM, Kevin Terry - WPRA <kevin.terry@gsa.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mary Gibert - WP <mary.gibert@gsa.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 22, 2016 at 6:37 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Questions and Issues/ BuzzFeed News story on Trump International Hotel in the Old Post 
Office. 
To: brett.banks@gsa.gov, ivan.swain@gsa.gov, paula.demuth@gsa.gov, kevin.terry@gsa.gov, 
victoria.hartke@gsa.gov, claire.fortune@gsa.gov
Cc: Mary Gibert <mary.gibert@gsa.gov> 

FYI  

Mary D. Gibert

NCR PBS Regional Commissioner 

U.S. General Services Administration

202-538-4412

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Michael Gelber - PD <michael.gelber@gsa.gov> 
Date: April 21, 2016 at 10:40:36 PM EDT 
To: Mary Gibert - AD <mary.gibert@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Norm Dong - P <norman.dong@gsa.gov>, Gregg Treml - P <gregg.treml@gsa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Questions and Issues/ BuzzFeed News story on Trump International Hotel in the Old 
Post Office.

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: "Brett Prather - Z" <brett.prather@gsa.gov> 





says  "Coming 2016. TRUMP"

 
While there were limits on the signage on the design, there is no mention of large TRUMP signs during 
construction in the lease or other materials we have reviewed.

 
In essence, in the heat of a presidential campaign, one of the candidates has his name advertised on a large 
sign on a taxpayer owned building that has been in the stewardship of the GSA.

 
What discussions were there at GSA with the Trump organization about these signs? Has the GSA requested 
that they come down? Can the building advertise anything until it's complete?

 
6) We'd also like to talk about the potential conflict of interest here. A presidential candidate has a deal worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars with a federal agency involving a taxpayer building. GSA can review compliance 
with lease provisions, construction requirements, and other factors. If Mr. Trump becomes president, he would 
of course control GSA.

Has GSA done anything to address this potential conflict? If Mr. Trump becomes president, have there been 
preparations made? Can he and his family be walled off from the deal? Or would they have to be?

 
7) Finally, we understand that the GSA asserted zoning authority over the land underlying the OPO/Annex, 
despite some people believing strongly that the authority rested with the District government. (The 
arrangement is spelled out in an MOU between GSA and then-Deputy Mayor Hoskins; the MOU is attached to 
the lease.)

 
Is this, as sources have suggested, a situation where in which GSA “threw its weight around” to help ensure 
the Trump project’s kept its momentum even when other government stakeholders objected or sought 
additional review?

We're on a deadline of course. Can we talk tomorrow?
Warm regards,

BuzzFeed News

--

Kevin Terry

Senior Realty Contracting Officer

US General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20407 
Desk: 202-708-4600

Cell:      

--

Marc Shaller

T500 Branch Chief
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PBS/Office of Leasing

U.S. General Services Administration

7th & D Streets, SW,  Room 7600

Washington, DC  20407

Phone  (202) 260-4333 

Cell      

--

Kevin Terry

Senior Realty Contracting Officer

US General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20407 
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Desk: 202-708-4600

Cell:     (b) (6)








